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1 . LAST WEEK SAW ANOTHER IN THE SERIES OF PUBLIC 
DEBATES IN BRITISH MEDIA AND POLITICS OVER MRS. GANDHI'S 
ASSUMPTION OF EMERGENCY POWERS IN INDIA. THE CONTRO- 
VERSY WAS TRIGGERED BY TWO LENGTHY, DETAILED, AND 
LEGALISTIC ARTICLES BY BERNARD LEVIN. A PROMINENT 
OOLEMICAL WRITER, IN THE TIMES ON JANUARY 5 AND 6, IN 
WHICH HE VERY STRONGLY CRITICIZED MRS. GANDHI'S MOST 
RECENT LEGISLATION. LEVIN CONCLUDED HIS SECOND ARTICLE 
WITH THE SENTENCE, "THE TRUTH IS THAT MRS. GANDHI WANTS 
TO BE A DICTATOR, AND IS GOING TO BE”. 

2. THE EVENING OF JANUARY 6, MICHAEL FOOT, LEADER OF 

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AND THE SECOND RANKING MEMBER OF 
THE LABOR CABINET, GAVE A SPEECH AT THE INDIA LEAGUE IN 
LONDON IN WHICH HE DESCRIBED THAT PARTICULAR LAST 
SENTENCE OF LEVIN'S AS "A MONSTROUS LIE". FOOT WENT ON 
TO EXPRESS "OUR DEEP ANXIETY ABOUT THE SUSPENSION OF 
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VARIOUS CIVIL LIBERTIES" IN INDIA, AND TO ADVOCATE THE 
RESTORATION OF THOSE LIBERTIES AND THE HOLDING OF FREE 
ELECTIONS. HOWEVER, HE ALSO SAID "WE SHOULD RECOGNIZE 
WHAT WERE THE CONDITIONS IN INDIA PRIOR TO THE DECLARA- 
TION OF THE EMERGENCY" AND GAVE MRS. GANDHI QUALIFIED 
SUPPORT. HE CONCLUDED: "MY GUESS, AND MINE MAY BE 
BETTER THAN MR. LEVIN'S, IS THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
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INDIAN PEOPLE ARE GLAD" OF THE COURSE CHOSEN BY MRS. 

GANDHI, AND THAT HER DEPARTURE FROM THE INDIAN SCENE 
AT THIS PERIOD "WOULD HAVE BEEN A TRAGEDY FOR THE INDIAN 
PEOPLE". 

3. FOOT'S REMARKS DREW CRITICISM FROM THE LIBERAL 
GUARDIAN IN AN EDITORIAL ON JANUARY 8; FROM AT LEAST 
ONE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FROM FOOT'S OWN PARTY, JOHN 
LEE; AND FROM THE FORMER MAYOR OF DELHI, KIDAR SAHANI, 

NOW A POLITICAL REFUGEE IN LONDON. SAHANI EXTENDED 
HIS ATTACK ON MRS. GANDHI TO HSI SON SANJAY, ALLEGING 
THAT SHE HAD ESTABLISHED A "DYNASTIC DICTATORSHIP" WITH 
THE UNPOPULAR SANJAY AS HER SUCCESSOR. 

4. AS AN FCO OFFICER WORKING ON SOUTH ASIAN AFFAIRS 
POINTED OUT TO EMBOFF, FOOT WAS SPEAKING PURELY PER- 
SONALLY AND NOT AS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE GOVERNMENT OR 
THE LABOR PARTY. HOWEVER, IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT 
NOBODY IN THE CABINET HAS DISAVOWED OR OTHERWISE COM- 
MENTED ON HIS SPEECH. FOOT'S ATTITUDE REFLECTS A 
NOSTALGIC SENTIMENT FOR INDIA'S ATTAINMENT OF INDE- 
PENDENCE AMONG THE OLDER MEMBERS OF THE LABOR PARTY WHO 
CAMPAIGNED FOR IT IN THEIR YOUTH. FOR A DESCRIPTION 

OF FOOT'S VISIT TO INDIA LAST OCTOBER. SEE NEW DELHI 
REFTEL. 

5. TEXTS OF THE ARTICLES REFERRED TO IN THIS MESSAGE 
ARE BEING POUCHED TO EMBASSY NEW DELHI, NEA/INS, AND 
INR/RNA. 
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